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HON. BETTY C. MAINA, EGH, CABINET SECRE-
TARY FOR INDUSTRIALIZATION, TRADE AND 
ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT

I join Kenyans and the world community today 
in marking the 2021 World Intellectual Property 
(WIP) Day. Although we are holding the celebra-

tions under the Government’s Covid-19 Pandemic 
containment protocols, matters intellectual property 
must not lose their pomp and glamour. The very cre-
ativity of the human mind can be invoked to bring 
about a virtual representation of the physical world, 
thus allowing us to display our innovative products 
and virtually deliver the celebrations to homes, busi-
nesses and offices.

Indeed, in line with the role of intellectual prop-
erty rights (IPRs) in encouraging innovation and 
creativity, we are conducting our 2021 WIP Day cel-
ebrations virtually and through other forms of com-
munication like the rest of the world, as part of the 
new ways of living as a result of Covid-19.

Intellectual property (IP) has long been recognised 
and used by industrialised countries, and is being 
used by an ever-increasing number of developing 
nations as an important tool of technological and 
socio-economic development. Many countries are 
aware that it is in their best interest to establish 
national IP systems where they do not exist, and to 
strengthen and upgrade existing ones to adequately 
respond to new trends.

Governments must champion policies that pro-
mote creativity and their application, besides en-
couraging fair trading for better economic and social 
development. Intellectual property rights make it 
possible for innovators to establish themselves more 
readily, to penetrate new markets with minimum 
risk, and to amortise the investments made in the 
research that led to the innovations in the first place. 
In turn, these innovations spearhead some of the 
most advanced technologies. This is becoming more 
apparent in the modern world increasingly domi-
nated by technology.

In Kenya, the Constitution recognises intellectual 
property and creates an obligation for the govern-
ment to promote, protect, support and enhance IPRs 
(Article 11, Article 40(5), Article 69 and Article 260. 
The merger of the Kenya Industrial Property Insti-
tute (KIPI), Anti-Counterfeit Authority (ACA) and the 
Kenya Copyright Board (KECOBO) into the proposed 
Kenya Intellectual Property Authority (KIPA), holds 
much promise in delivering an effective agency to 
fulfill this mandate. Towards this end, we have final-
ised the development of the Intellectual Property 
Bill 2020 and a Cabinet Memo to progress the same 
to Cabinet for eventual enactment. We commit to 
fast-track the remaining process.

This year’s WIP Day, whose theme is “IP and SMEs: 
Taking your ideas to market”, aptly captures the 
Government’s policy of facilitating entrepreneurs in 
the micro, small and medium enterprise (MSME) sec-
tor. We are determined to help the sector to concep-
tualise businesses opportunities and to commercial-
ise creativity and innovations to boost the sector’s 
role in the country’s job creation, economic growth 
and poverty eradication.

Kenya has made great policy strides in facilitating 
the MSMEs. The enactment of the Micro and Small 
Enterprise Act No. 55 of 2012 established the Micro 
and Small Enterprise Authority (MSEA), a state agen-
cy charged with the promotion, development and 
regulation of MSMEs. Further, we now have in place 
Kenya Micro and Small Enterprises Policy, which 
aims at addressing the unique and peculiar chal-
lenges that weigh down MSMEs. These include the 
need for: 
1. Entrenchment of entrepreneurial culture;
2. Skills and capacity development;
3. Access to domestic and export markets
4. Access to a diversified and affordable range of 

financial products and services;
5. Access to decent and affordable infrastructure;
6. Facilitation of start-ups;
7. Promotion of formalisation;
8. Enhanced coordination and implementation of 

support programmes targeting development of 
the sector;

9. Conducive regulatory environment at the 
national and county levels; and

10. Mitigation of business external risks, including 
those that are emerging and cross-cutting in 
nature.

The implementation of this policy is anticipated to 
put impetus to the sector, particularly at this time 
when global supply chains face challenges, leaving 
economies to rely on own enterprises and home-
grown solutions. 

Kenyan MSEs are a force to reckon with as demon-
strated by their commendable quick response in 
producing and supplying personal protective equip-
ments (PPEs) to help secure the population from the 
spread of Covid-19. We shall continue to work togeth-
er with sector stakeholders to sustain a conducive 
environment. We shall continue to strengthen col-
laboration with relevant agencies and development 
partners in the formulation and execution of appro-
priate programmes.

Between 2018 and 2000, the Ministry, in conjunc-
tion with KIPI, hosted regional workshops across the 
country, where over 1,000 entrepreneurs were en-
lightened on IP and its benefits in boosting produc-
tivity and competitiveness. I am happy to report that 
the Government has signed an MoU with the World 
Bank under the Kenya Industrial Entrepreneurship 
Project (KIEP), in which KIPI and other State Agen-
cies have secured funding towards MSMEs capacity 
building initiatives.

My Ministry has also initiated the one-stop-shop 
concept of Biashara Centres, where businesses, espe-
cially MSMEs, can access government services under 
one roof. The centres are meant to provide timely 
information from the participating Government 

agencies, including KIPI, Kenya Bureau of Standards 
(KEBS), Kenya Revenue Authority (KRA), Kenya Na-
tional Accreditation Service (KENAS), Kenya Industri-
al Estates (KIE), Kenya Industrial Research and Devel-
opment Institute (KIRDI), Anti-Counterfeit Authority 
(ACA), Kenya Investment Authority (KenInvest), Ken-
ya Institute of Business Training (KIBT), and MSEA.

We already have Biashara Centres in Kariobangi in 
Nairobi, and in Mombasa, Eldoret and Kisumu. Our 
plan is to open them in all the 47 counties.

Kenya is moving into an era of a knowledge-based 
economy across the various sectors. This calls for in-
vestment in effective utilisation of ICT and applica-
tion of the findings of research and development to 
improve our productivity, efficiency, responsiveness 
to the environment and sustainability.

Although such investments have serious finan-
cial and human capital challenges on individual 
businesses, including MSMEs, and the economy as 
a whole, they offer numerous opportunities, includ-
ing enhanced competitiveness. We will advocate for 
strengthening our IP rights protection to boost ICT 
related businesses.

Endowed with an educated population, Kenya is at 
a very critical stage of economic development. We 
can tap into the large pool of highly skilled work-
force to drive our country towards achieving the 
objectives of our long-term economic blue-print, Vi-
sion 2030. This is why we have instituted a legal and 
regulatory framework to guide the protection and 
promotion of IP rights. We have elevated intellectual 
property into our Constitution that not only recog-
nises it, but also obligates the Government to “sup-
port, promote, protect and enhance the intellectual 
property rights of the people of Kenya.”

My Ministry is developing a National Intellectu-
al Property Policy and Strategy to create a robust 
regime on IP generation, protection and use in the 
country. The policy will ensure that the commercial 
results of any IP, in the form of financial or other 
benefits, are distributed in a fair and equitable man-
ner that recognises the contributions of inventors, 
the involved institutions and other stakeholders. It 
will also ensure that both IP and other products of 
research are made available to the public through an 
efficient process of technology transfer.

In turn, this will not only promote, preserve and 
aid innovation and creativity among Kenyans, but 
also create an industrial and enterprising economy 
that will attract more local and foreign direct invest-
ments. 

I encourage businesses, especially MSMEs, to seek 
licenses from known owners and manufacturers of 
different products and services, to help boost our 
manufacturing sector through technology transfer.

Experience has shown that it is not always true 
that anyone who comes up with an invention has 
the capacity to exploit the same for manufacturing 
purposes. I urge owners or users of such IP rights to 
consider other models of commercialisation, such as 
assignments and joint ventures, for purposes of tak-
ing their ideas to market.

There is a dire need to access patent information 
for purposes of fostering innovation and utilisation 
of existing technologies to avoid spending resources 
in reinventing the wheel. The owners or users of IP 
rights can also take advantage of laws such as the 
Movable Property Security Rights Act, No. 13 of 2017 
that allows the use of IP as collateral for funding.

The Government continues to make efforts to im-
prove ease of doing business, achieving remarkable 
dividends. Kenya’s ranking among the 190 countries 
reviewed in the World Bank Ease of Doing Business 
improved by five positions to number 56 in 2020 
from number 61 in 2019. This has yielded to further 
improving our standing as a preferred investment 
destination in Africa.

Energy production has improved significantly, 
with efforts now focused on further reducing the 
cost of electricity. Both the national and county gov-
ernments are in discussions for the development of 
special economic zones, industrial parks and clusters 
to provide a favourable environment for nurturing 
businesses, especially MSMEs.

I am glad to team up with my PS and CS to join 
fellow Kenyans this morning in marking the 2021 
World Intellectual Property (WIP) Day. This is an 
important day in the United Nations’ calendar, 
celebrated under the stewardship of the World 
Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO).

I am encouraged by this year’s theme, “IP and 
SMEs: Taking your ideas to market”, because it 
touches on how to advance the cause for SMEs 
through intellectual property. SMEs in Kenya, like 
in many other developing countries, are the bed-
rock for fighting unemployment and poverty as 
they create easy entry points to the world of busi-
nesses and self-employment. They are a source of 
income and livelihoods for many.

The Ministry is determined to continually im-
prove Kenya’s business environment to ensure 
that ideas are conceived and nurtured to grow 
and thrive into viable businesses. It is in this re-
gard that the Ministry, in collaboration with stake-
holders, developed the Kenya Micro and Small 
Enterprises Policy, which aims at strengthening 
the entrepreneurship culture, building MSEs’ skills 
to enhance their capacity and expanding market 
opportunities, among others.

Achieving these objectives requires that we 
safeguard intellectual property (IP) for Kenyans 
so that individuals, businesses and organisations 
get encouraged to bring out their best thoughts, 
knowing that they would not lose out to fraud-
sters. This calls on our intellectual property sys-
tem as represented currently by the Kenya Indus-
trial Property Institute (KIPI), the Anti-Counterfeit 
Authority (ACA) and the Kenya Copyright Board 
(KECOBO) for now, and in the near future the Ken-
ya intellectual Property Authority (KIPA), to up 
their game in creating awareness on the impor-
tance of IP and helping to exploit opportunities 
arising from the same.

Owing to the need to observe Covid-19 preven-
tion protocols, today’s occasion will miss the line-
up of locally manufactured goods, which would 
be exhibited on such occasions to demonstrate 
creativity. The scenario, however, as scholars of en-
trepreneurship would reckon, is yet another op-
portunity to lean on our innovativeness to engage 
virtually without loss of detail or clarity.

I commend KIPI and the Kenya National Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (KNCCI) for their 
collaboration in hosting this celebration. The oc-
casion will increase awareness on IP, especially 
amongst MSMEs, regarding the registration, pro-
tection and commercialisation of their IP rights. 
This will encourage commercialisation of IP, drive 
business development, facilitate technology trans-
fer, encourage productivity and competitiveness 
and contribute to socio-economic development 
through job and wealth creation.
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I encourage 
businesses, 
especially MSMEs, 
to seek licenses 

from known owners and 
manufacturers of different 
products and services, to 
help boost our manufacturing 
sector through technology 
transfer.
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The CEO of Micro and Small Enterprise Authority (MSEA), 
Mr Henry Rithaa, walks the Cabinet Secretary for 
Industrialisation, Trade and Enterprise Development, Ms Betty 
Maina, and other dignitaries, through the MSEA National Jua 
Kali Demonstration and Training Centre in Nairobi. PHOTO | 
SILA KIPLAGAT

REMARKS BY MR. AHMED ISSACK HASSAN, 
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, KENYA 
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY INSTITUTE (KIPI)

The World Intellectual Property (WIP) Day 
is an important event in KIPI’s calendar of 
activities as a national intellectual property 
(IP) office. This is because the WIP is an av-
enue through which the Institute annually 
interacts and exchanges ideas with its key 
stakeholders in the IP and other sectors of 
the economy. More importantly, it offers the 
Institute an opportunity to celebrate the in-
ventors, innovators, IP owners and users. 

This year, we are doing this in resonance 
with the theme, “IP and SMEs: Taking your 
ideas to market”. 

The contemporary world, which is charac-
terised by the era of information age, is fast 
changing, necessitating us all, especially mi-
cro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), 
to be prepared in such a manner that we can 
leverage on changes to facilitate the harness-
ing of IP potential. 

This year’s WIP Day theme, which focuses 
on MSMEs utilising the IP system to commer-
cialise, is not a new venture for the Institute, 
in that over the years, KIPI has been partner-
ing with other stakeholders to facilitate MS-
MEs to leverage on IP not only to commercial-
ise but also to utilise it as a tool to improve 
their productivity and competitiveness.

Although the Institute has a role in all the 
Big Four Agenda sectors, the Board is partic-
ularly keen that it plays a key role in imple-
menting the manufacturing pillar through 

mainstreaming IP management. In this re-
gard, the Institute is undertaking a number 
of initiatives.

First is the timely registration of industrial 
property rights for businesses, including MS-
MEs. This is to promote fair trade practices 
conducive for investment in the country.

Secondly, we provide industrial property 
information on technologies in the public 
domain. Since protection of patents, utility 
models and industrial designs is time bound, 
upon expiry of the statutory period, the tech-
nologies protected fall in the public domain. 
This allows MSMEs to exploit these technolo-
gies without infringement of industrial prop-
erty rights.

Thirdly, we facilitate partnerships and link-
ages between holders of intellectual property 
rights (IPRs) and industry for commerciali-
sation. In this regard, the Institute has devel-
oped guidelines for commercialisation of in-

dustrial property rights in Kenya. The guide-
lines will be implemented in collaboration 
with various stakeholders, such as the Kenya 
Innovation Agency (KENIA), and others. 

Further, the Institute Identifies and nur-
tures MSMEs to enhance their productivity 
and competitiveness. This includes sensitisa-
tion of MSMEs on the importance of IPRs, as-
sisting them to acquire IPRs and brand their 
products.

In particular, during the regional sensiti-
sation workshops it held between 2018 and 
2020 in which over 1,000 MSME owners were 
trained on IP matters, the Institute identified 
various MSMEs involved in the production of 
the following products:

• Kitui honey in Kitui County
• Koriema honey in Baringo County
• Fish leather in Kisumu County
• Peanut butter in Homa Bay County.
The advantage in undertaking such projects 

is that once they are successfully complet-
ed, they shall be replicated in various other 
counties in Kenya, thereby positively impact-
ing on rural development.

Conclusion
KIPI is looking forward to engaging a wide 
cross-section of stakeholders in the MSME 
sector to facilitate their efforts in harnessing 
the industry’s unexploited IPR potential for 
job and wealth creation. In this regard, the 
Institute will be working very closely with 
the Ministry of Industrialization, Trade and 
Enterprise Development to support MSMEs.

   
WORD BY MR. JOHN ONYANGO, ACTING MANAGING DIRECTOR, 
KENYA INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY INSTITUTE (KIPI)

As an Institute, we are happy with this year’s WIP Day’s theme, “IP 
and SMEs: Taking your ideas to market”, because it touches on 
one of the key clients we engage with the most while discharging 
our mandate and their crucial role in our country’s social and 
economic development. 

We have been engaging micro, small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) in conjunction with the Ministry of Industrialization, 
Trade and Enterprise Development and other stakeholders to 
enlighten them on the importance of industrial property rights 
(IPRs) and how they can leverage on them to improve their 
productivity and competitiveness in the market. 

The Institute held regional sensitisation workshops between 
2018 and 2020, in which over 1,000 MSME owners were trained 
on IP matters. This has resulted in a large number of them 
protecting their IP rights and improving their brand image.

The Institute has also initiated a number of activities, among 
them industrial visits to different counties, during which our 
officers engage individual entrepreneurs one-on-one at their 
workplaces to understand their challenges and provide the 
necessary information and assistance in consultation with the 
Ministry and with other State Corporations.

In addition, we have been setting up Technology and Innovation 
Support Centres (TISCs) in collaboration with various universities 
and Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) 
institutions in the country to facilitate researchers, inventors, 
innovators and entrepreneurs, including MSMEs, to access the 
information on available technologies in different fields.

This will enable them to access specialised databases on 
intellectual property (IP) from across the world free of charge at 
these centres, for commercial exploitation.

STATEMENT BY AMB. PETER P. KABERIA, 
CBS, PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, STATE 
DEPARTMENT FOR INDUSTRIALIZATION

I am delighted to join fellow Kenyans and the 
world in general in marking this year’s World 
Intellectual Property (WIP) Day. The occasion 
is an annual event celebrated on April 26 to 
spread knowledge about intellectual proper-
ty (IP) rights (i.e. patents, trademarks, indus-
trial designs and copyright) and encourage 
innovation and creativity.

This time around, the subject of innovation 
and creativity resonates well with individ-
uals, communities, businesses and govern-
ments as they grapple with the aftermath 
of the outbreak of Covid-19. For many, in the 
prevailing circumstances, innovation and 
creativity remain key to making ends meet, 
maintaining flow of essential supplies and 
even surviving.

The theme of this year’s event, “IP and 
SMEs: Taking your ideas to market”, is com-
mendable, as we can attest that SMEs have 
been the hardest hit, with many having 
closed down altogether. On the other hand, 
some SMEs have demonstrated tremendous 
ingenuity in response to the changing times. 
Many have diversified their operations to 
produce personal protective equipments 
(PPEs) in response to helping the country to 
combat the pandemic.

Cognizant of the important role IP plays in 
our socio-economic development, the Con-
stitution of Kenya provides for the state to 
protect, promote, support and enhance intel-
lectual property rights of Kenyans.

Further, the Presidential Taskforce on 
Parastatal Reforms proposed that the three 
intellectual property agencies, namely the 
Kenya Industrial Property Institute (KIPI), the 
Kenya Copyright Board (KECOBO) and the 
Anti-Counterfeit Authority (ACA), be merged 
into one Government Owned Entity (GOE). 
This is anticipated to increase efficiency and 
effectiveness; resolve overlaps, duplications 
and/or contradictions in the mandates of the 
entities recommended for merging; stream-
line utilisation of facilities, resources and in-
frastructure, including sharing resources and 

information; and achieve economies of scale.
As part of the roadmap for the merger, we 

have to date come up with the draft Intellec-
tual Property Bill 2020 and taken it through 
the rigours of stakeholder participation. In a 
week’s time, we purpose to progress the same 
vide cabinet memo to the Cabinet for debate 
and enactment into law.

The bill establishes Kenya Intellectual 
Property Authority as a more efficient and 
effective entity for matters IP in Kenya. Ex-
perience has shown that countries that have 
well-functioning IP regimes are preferred by 
investors compared with those that have un-
certain systems.

Kenyans are a creative people and we antici-
pate that with the Kenya Intellectual Property 
Authority and by forging and strengthening 
collaboration among academia, industry and 
policy makers, we will create a conducive en-
vironment for a knowledge-based economy 
to thrive. This in turn calls for doubling efforts 
in creating awareness on the importance of 
IP and demystifying the process of register-
ing the same. It will also require institutions 
of learning to be more innovative and to shift 
from the drive to just graduate students, to 
cause conversion of ideas into products and 
viable enterprises, which will ultimately 
help to fight unemployment and poverty. 

Helping MSMEs to commercialise their IPs
Why this year’s WIP Day 
theme is special to KIPI
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The Kenya Industrial Property Institute (KIPI) is a parastatal under 
the Ministry Of Industrialization, Trade and Enterprise Development. 
The Institute was established on May 2, 2002 upon the coming into 
force of the Industrial Property Act 2001, No. 3 of 2001.

Mandate
The Institute’s mandate, as provided for under the Industrial 
Property Act and the Trade Marks Act, Cap 506, is:
(a) Consider applications for grant and registration of industrial 

property rights, including patents, utility models, industrial 
designs and trade marks;

(b) Screen technology transfer agreements and licences;
(c) Provide to the public, industrial property information for 

technological and economic development;
(d) Promote inventiveness and innovativeness in Kenya; and
(e) Organise and conduct training, competitions and awards relating 

to industrial property matters.

About KIPI and its mandate


